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general conditions of the patient, if no secondary infection exists. While 
there are discharging sinuses and mixed infections, the opsonic index 
may be raised by the use of tuberculin without an accompanying 
improvement of the general or local condition. The opsonic index 
will prove of value in determining the advisability of discontinuing 
mechanical treatment. It is also of value in determining the prognosis 
in tuberculous bone and joint disease. ° 


Tumors of the Breast in Childhood.— J. H. Jopson, J. Speese, and 
C. Y. White (Annals of Surgery , 1908, xlviii, 662) report 2 cases of 
benign mammary tumors in children, give a review of the literature on 
the subject of mammary tumors in childhood, and formulate the fol¬ 
lowing conclusions from their studies of the subject: Tumors of the 
breast, while rare in childhood, occur in both sexes and at all ages. 
The benign tumors are more frequently encountered in the mamraaiy 
gland in earlv life than the malignant tumors. The fibro-epithelial 
growths are the most numerous group of the benign tumors, and next 
to these in point of frequency come the angiomas. Sarcoma may occur 
in children in the mammary gland, but it is a rare tumor. The breast 
enjoys almost complete immunity to carcinoma before the age of puberty. 
Girls are affected more frequently than boys, but the disparity in num¬ 
bers is immensely less than in adults. The angiomas are commonly 
congenital, or first appear in infancy. The fibro-adenomas tend to 
develop more frequently ns the child approaches puberty. Some of 
the smaller benign tumors occasion no inconvenience. Others are 
associated with symptoms of pain, tenderness, and inconvenience or 
discomfort from excessive weight or size. Sarcomas present the 
symptoms common to that type of tumor. Operation is usually indi¬ 
cated in the benign and always in the malignant varieties. In small 
benign tumors, or those involving only limited areas, conservative 
plastic operations with preservation of the breast and nipple are indi¬ 
cated. In a goodly number, however, the breast must be sacrificed. 
The axilla should be cleaned if it contains enlarged glands. The results 
of operation arc good. 

Purpuric Hemorrhages following a Blow upon the Kidney Region.— 
E. Lenodle (Arch, dcs vial, du occur, etc., 1908, i, 475) relates the 
case of a boy, aged sixteen years, who had fallen a distance of 2 meters 
during play, striking his back. Pain over the kidneys developed, but 
not sufficient to force him to stay in bed until the tenth day, when he 
began to vomit and developed an intense diarrhoea. He bled from the 
nose and gums, and numerous petechia? appeared over arms and legs. 
On the fifteenth day he voided bloody urine. The flanks were dull, 
the abdomen distended and tympanitic. Rectal examination showed 
a mass behind the bladder. Four weeks later a second purpuric erup¬ 
tion appeared all_ over the body. The urine was still bloody, and an 
ascitic accumulation was noted within the abdominal cavity. The red 
corpuscles were reduced to 3,200,000; there were 334,000 hemoblasts; 
the blood did not clot nearly as readily as normally, and numerous 
myelocytes were present. Complete recovery ultimately resulted. 
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The Significance of Hemolytic Streptococci in Puerperal Infection_ 

Hermann (Archiv/. G,jn„ 1908, lxxxvi, Heft 1) S, 
gntrons regarding the significance of hemolytic streptococci in™«nf 
puerperal infection He examined the blood and Xal dSharrc 
from l-o puerperal patients who had fever. Among these were 22 
m whom hemolytic streptococci were found; 4 died. In tbSeprifenta 
the streptococci were found in the blood in abundant and lariS 
, of - .Streptococcic serum were of no avail. In '2 patierS 
thrombophlebitis of the pelvic veins was present, accompanied bv 

critoe'w,' ,h“ b ( atil these 1110 bacteria were obtained in pure 
culture from the uterine secretion. In one case PrTor 1 lK «a » ^ 

sulated bacillus was found, and in anXr «ise S^ 
aureus. Both of these patients recovered. Among the 18 m whom 
hcrno ytic streptococci were found in the lochhds£reti 0 nW not £ 
S? blood, there was no death, although the patients Ze 
These cases were charactenzed by sudden rise of temperature tn iru°P 
^th puke of 126 to 140. This fempemture subs^e5“ fcl da V s 
and these patients had no anemia, and the heart wns rrnr» 4 ir»oiitr 
throughout the illness. They weieaffi? SbedTn 
me bag placed over the lower abdomen, and the administration of ergotin 
Various observers have found streptococci frequently in the lochini 
secretion from the uterus and vagina, and the presence of these n™, 
wh; h B ?if llta tract 13 no ‘ on judication of fata 1 infection. In ales in 
which they are present there is a greater tendency to thrombophlebitis 
and parametritis. In some of these patients the colon bacillus was also 
found. In 2 of these cases the children became Tnfcctcd and oure 
cultUKS of the streptococci were found in the stump of the umbScal 
othfr i5^,j e these mothers had a leg ulcer, which suppurated and the 
odier had a parametritic abscess. It is important toTeWniEe the 
presence of hemolytic sbeptococci in puerperal infection, because it 
makes the diagnosis of infection certain. It also rives a reliable ground 

Th 51 ^ 1 e u COtt ° n ' f f° m 1,16 anterior portion of the vulva and vagina’ 

stokbg°lTf r tUre h aicn infected ™ th this seeretio? by 

stroking. In from seven to eight hours colonies of bacteria are visible- 
and in from nine to ten hours the growth is clearly recognizable It is 
well to wait for ten to twelve hours after the cultures are started before 
examining the culture media to recognize the different forms of bactoiri 



